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Under dark winter skies and temple ground lighting, the Twin Falls Temple shines below the bright spire of
Moroni.. Photo/Luanne Plott Horting

A missionary opportunity
like no other

Leaders urge members to prepare others for temple opening

Speaking to members in leadership around the Magic Valley stakes, Elder Brent
H. Niclson of the Quorum of the Seventy promised, “We'll never have a greater
opportunity to share the gospel” than in the months of preparation and the events
surrounding the opening of the Twin Falls Temple.

Drawing parallels to Section 4 of the Doctrine and Covenants, Elder Nielson
proclaimed, “In Twin Falls, the ficld is whice and ready to harvest.. This will be the
casiest thing you've ever done with neighbors -- to invite them to come and see the

Our own families. Mothers and fathers should use the open house and
dedication as family events to strengthen testimonies and bring blessings to
individual family members.

Our young men and young women. The reason we include the youth
of the church is so “our children may know to what source they may look for a
remission of their sins.” Wards should focus on teaching of the temple in Primary
classes, and help youth who are not participating in activities.

Our endowed members without recommends. Ward councils need to
identify these members and invite them to be a part of the events, and remind them
of the testimony they have of their temple covenants and blessings.

Our unendowed and less active members. “We need to reignite the flame
and have them relate their history. They have all stood in chapels like chis in white
clothes”

Our neighbors in the ward boundary. Members of other faichs should
be part of our ward efforts to share the gospel. We need to identify all of them and
invite them to be a part of the open house events.

Our kindred dead. Church members have an obligation to search for family
names that have not been given the blessings of the temple, and as instructed in
D&C 128:24, “presentin his holy temple, when itis finished, a book containing the
records of our dead, which shall be worthy of all accepration.”

Speaking of the open house for the Helsinki, Finland Temple, Elder Nielson
said 55,000 visitors came to the temple, with 5,000 chen asking for follow-up visics
from full-time missionaries. “They haven'thad 5,000 referrals in Finland for 40 years,”
Elder Nielson said. “Brothers and sisters, that’s a miracle.”

With that goal in mind, Elder Niclson instructed members that they can go
to the open house with family - but to commit themselves cach time afterward to
bring a friend, neighbor or associate to the temple. It is not enough just to invite
them, but we must bring them ourselves to the open house.

“When you stand in the temple and see the celestial room, you will want to be
there with your friends.”

David Cooper
Temple Times editor

temple.”

The four separate multi-stake K
mectings included instruction and
teachings from members of the Twin
Falls Temple Committee, led by Elder
Niclson as chairman, along with President
Bill Mendenhall, Youth Celebration
chairman, President Karl Nelson, Open
House chairman, and President Walter
Pedersen, Temple Dedication chairman.

Members who serve on ward and
stake council assignments attended the
multi-stake meetings in large numbers
to hear counsel and plans for the youth
celebration, open house and dedication.
Attendees learned of the celebration

theme, the Living Waters, and how K

youth will prepare for the celebration
performance, the Saturday preceding che
Sunday temple dedication. Rehearsals
for the youth celebration will be held
cach mutual night.

Elder Nielson summarized how we
prioritize our cffortsin bringing others

to the Twin Falls tcmplc, bcginning with:

Back row, left to right: Sister Susan Tufts, Brother Steven Tufts, Nathan Hughes, Jordan Bruning, Doug Hurst, Jacey Blauer, David Nielson, Brian Stephenson, James
Cooper, Cody Oakes, President Bill Mendenhall; Middle row, left to right: Nanika Debaene, Megan Wayment, Ashley Luttmer, Danielle Schmidt, Cori Flint, Caitlyn
Chandler, Shaleece Brown, Vanessa Ward, Erika Richman, Eliza Christensen, Lindsay Nilsen, Jocelyn Larsen; Front row, left to right: Brandon Hope, Tyler Parke, Sam
Bringhurst, Ryan Olson, Lance Barfuss, Matthew Dibb, Mike Dawson, Matt Anderson; Not pictured: Jessica Grindstaff. Photo/Luanne Plott Horting

With the date of our Twin Falls Temple dedication announced as Aug. 24, and the Youth Cultural Celebration now on the calendar for Saturday, Aug. 23, things are
beginning to move along for the youth and their leaders. At a recent meeting for the adult leaders, it was announced that the Twin Falls County Fairgrounds in Filer is
to be our venue for this production. Dance directors have been busy with choreography, and special music is being composed, so that youth practices can soon be
underway, probably beginning in mid-April. Both youth and adults are excited and ready to get to work!

For more information, consult www.tftemple.com and go to the Youth Celebration link.




