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Don’t tell the young people who are practicing for the Youth Cultural 
Celebration that they are working or making a sacrifice; they’re probably having too 
much fun to notice.

Stop by any stake center in the 14-stake region on a Wednesday evening, and you 
might find some of them joyfully practicing dance steps in the cultural hall, or you’ll 
hear the beautiful voices of young members enthusiastically practicing choir songs. 

Each stake had its own “kick-off ” to herald in the practices. This was one function 
with which the youth had full autonomy.

“We let the youth handle it: the prayers, conducting, the themes … They’re 
supposed to talk it up, call the practices together, and just be in charge,” explained 
Sister Susan Tuft. She and her husband, Brother Steven Tuft, are the temple 
committee members overseeing the youth celebration.

The Tufts have been working closely with all the various coordinators from the 

Work feels like joy in cultural celebration practices
multiple stakes to make certain this celebration keeps moving forward.

“Our goal is for the kids to have fun,” Sister Tuft stressed. “That’s the first goal. 
Then we want a professional-type production.”

And the kids are having fun. At each of the weekly practices, the youth learn 
the dances, practice singing the songs, and spend a lot of time getting to know each 
other which, after all, is the epitome of fun in the teen’s book.

The program will consist of what the Tufts call “vignettes,” each about one-
minute long which introduces each of the dances and tying the performances to the 
theme “the Living Waters.”

“The theme fits with the history of the area,” explained Sister Tuft. “It’s Christ’s 
Living Water—temples and ordinances; the literal meaning is also very applicable, 
since water makes this land productive.”

The youth are dancing original dances that reflect pioneer times, the mining 
era, digging canals, depression and big band era, Latino influences, the ‘50s, hip-hop, 
county fairs, and international themes. The goal is to try to show as many influences 
on the area as possible.

Although the practices are replacing mutual activities for the next several 
months, the youth and their leaders will also be sacrificing time for additional 
rehearsals. Multi-stake practices are scheduled for June, and August will require 
multiple evenings just prior to the performance.

As fun as this might end up being for the youth, it does take committees of 
adults. The various adult coordinators for choreography, choirs and costuming are 
volunteering time and energy for getting each youth outfitted. Given the variety of 
dance types, this is a big job.

“Bunches of people get to go to our meetings,” said Sister Tuft with a smile.
Each stake has two youth representatives on the committee, and in addition to 

organizing the kick-off activity, these youth attend committee meetings, firesides, 
and generally get information out to the other kids.

“They are supposed to get out with the other youth and get them excited about 
this,” said Sister Tuft. “They can befriend the ones who are hanging back or afraid to 
participate.” She added that they should be willing to share their testimonies about 
temples as well.

Through the combined efforts of everyone on the Youth Cultural Celebration 
committee, the theme of “Living Waters” will flow through these song and dance 
practices and allow the youth to look toward the temple in a joyful, celebratory way.

Rebecca Tateoka
Temple Times writer

Youth from Twin Falls West Stake practice the Basque Arku dance during a youth cultural celebration rehearsal. 
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Young women from the Twin Falls West 14th Ward practice a choir piece for the youth cultural celebration. 
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Mario Moreno, a member of the Twin Falls West 22nd Spanish Branch, reviews lines for a choral number. 
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